CHAPTER 5: PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES

This chapter examines Carlisle’s existing park and recreation system. It covers all city-owned and operated parks and
recreation areas and other private parks or open space with public access. This chapter considers issues such as:

91 Current level of service of the existing park system
91 Service coverage to identify park and recreation facilities needs
1 Inventory of the City Parks

The well being of the people in a community is dependent upon educational, recreational, and social
opportunities. Therefore the Parks and Recreation element of the city’'s Comprehensive Plan is essential to the
quality of life enjoyed by people of all ages in the community. Residents enjoy access to good city parks and
recreation. During the strategic planning process, focus group participants indicated that continued provision of
well-maintained parks, expanded, new parks and addition of more recreational facilities and trails are important
to the city’s future. The intent of this section is to evaluate Carlisle’s existing parks and recreational facilities and
define a plan that will guide the City as it grows to ensure that a quality park and recreation system becomes an
integral part of that growth. The adequacy of park facilities in Carlisle is evaluated in three ways.

Facilities by Classification: Parks are classified into different categories to determine the level and area they serve.

Facilities in relation to Population Service Standard: National standards for the provisions of park and recreation
facilities are applied to Carlisle’ present system.

Facilities by Geographical Distribution: The service radius of each facility is analyzed to identify geographical gaps
in park services.

5.1 FACILITIES BY CLASSIFICATION

Overall Park Space

Carlisle has over 50 acres of dedicated parks, open space and recreation area, as illustrated by the Existing Land
Use Map. Additionally, Banners Lake at Summerset State Park, southwest of Carlisle, serves as an important
community amenity for Carlisle residents. Summerset Trail links Carlisle to the Banner Lakes at the Summerset
State Park through the Banner Wildlife Area and connects to the city of Indianola.

Traditional park area standards set by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) suggest 10 acres of
park land per 1,000 residents. With a projected 2008 population of 3,753 and approximately 50.86 acres of parks
and recreational land, Carlisle has about 13.5 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents, which is above the national
standard. The Aquatic Center of Carlisle should be considered as a special use facility. Excluding the aquatic
center, Carlisle has approximately 12.2 acres of parkland per 1000 residents. However, only a part of the
designated parks in Carlisle serve as parks while rest of the area is open space or wooded areas. Excluding the
aquatic center and open space/drainage areas, Carlisle has about 37.3 acres of parkland, which approximates to
about 9.9 acres of parkland per 1000 residents.

While it thus seems by this standard that Carlisle is well suited with parks and recreational areas, there are
specific issues and needs that arise from a more focused look at existing facilities.

Classifications

The Park Classification system developed by the NRPA is used to classify Carlisle’s park facilities. Table 5.1 lists
Carlisle’s park facilities by category. Park categories include:



Mini Parks: Mini parks generally address specific recreation or open space needs. Typically these parks cover less
than one acre and have a service radius of less than ¥ mile. Lynn Memorial park which is about half an acre in
size is considered a mini park because of its size and limited features. The park has a small play structure, shelter,
swings and a jungle gym. A small flat open space is available. No parking facility is provided for the visitors. Due
to maintenance difficulties with multiple smaller sites and their small service area, most cities discourage the
development of mini parks.

Neighborhood Parks: Neighborhood parks are considered the basic unit of a community’s park system and
provide a recreational and social focus for residential areas. These parks desirably provide space for informal
active and passive recreational activities.

The typical service radius for neighborhood parks is between % and %2 mile. Neighborhood parks adequate in
size to accommodate the requisite facilities often contain at least 5 acres; between 5 and 10 acres is considered
optimal. Of this total acreage, 2 to 3 acres should be relatively flat open space area suitable for a number of
activities, including “pick up” ball games and soccer practice.

South Lindhardt Park (13.8 acres) and Volunteer Park (11.8 acres) are both sized as neighborhood parks in
Carlisle. However, South Lindhardt Park functions more as a community park, with virtually all the useable space
given over to baseball/softball diamonds. There is no parking available within the facility. The driveway through
the park is a one lane road and creates lot of traffic problems. Volunteer Park, while 11.8 acres in total park/open
space dedicated area, actually has only 3.26 acres in a useable state, with the remaining acreage in a wooded
drainage way use. This park has very limited park facilities. Vehicular entrance to the park is through a one-lane
private drive which is problematic. Neither of these two parks contains the necessary neighborhood park open
field play areas.

NRPA standards call for between 1 to 2 acres of neighborhood parkland per 1,000 residents. Carlisle currently has
about 25.6 acres of neighborhood parks, of which only 17.06 acres is useable. This translates into 4.5 acres per
1,000 residents.

School Parks: School facilities can help to meet neighborhood park needs, particularly when located in areas not
served by a city park. The playgrounds, open space, play fields and basketball courts at the schools often
function as a neighborhood park and attract residents from the area.

Carlisle Elementary School provides facilities such as a softball field, a basketball court, a small playground
facility with play equipments, swings and some open space. Carlisle High School has a baseball field and a
football field. Carlisle Middle School provides some open space and flat play area on the southwest side of
school building. However, the middle school lacks designated athletic and sports facilities.

School facilities are accessible to the public and thus serve parks and recreation need for the residents. Although
these facilities often help meet a neighborhood’s need for recreation space, the City should not depend on these
sites to meet the neighborhood park needs. Cities can however consider developing neighborhood parks in
conjunction with or adjacent to school sites, creating a civic and destination center within new growth areas.



